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Announcement of Travel Awards Competition for 2006 

The Section on Statistical Consulting in
vites proposals for Topic (Special) Contributed 
Paper Sessions for the Joint Statistical Meet
ings to be held August 6-10, 2006, in Seattle, 
Washington. 

Proposals submitted will compete for up 
to three travel awards. Each award consists of 
$500 and a registration fee waiver for the or
ganizer. Each organizer will be responsible for 
lining up speakers and for coordinating sub
mission of abstracts in the fall of 2005. 

A proposal should consist of a one-page de
scription of the session, including a description 
of the session theme, the types of papers or 
discussions to be included, and the intended 
audience. A list of possible speakers is helpfuL 
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The proposal submission deadline is 
September 1, 2005. Feel free to contact the 
program chair, Todd· Nick, for additional in
formation or to discuss ideas. 

Send your proposal to: 

Todd G. Nick, Ph.D. 
Cincinnati Children's Hospital 

Medical Center 
Center for Epidemiology 

and Biostatistics 
3333 Burnet Ave, MLC #5041 
Cincinnati, OH 45229 
Phone: (513) 636-0462 
Fax: (513) 636-1254 
todd.nick@cchmc.org 

mailto:todd.nick@cchmc.org


Membership of the Executive Committee of the 
\. 1.'

ASA Section on Statistical Consulting 
(Effective January ~2005) 

Chair 

Devlin, SusanJ. 
. The Artemis Group 

33 Harvey Drive 
Summit, NJ 07901-1204 
Phone: (732) 424-2498 
sdevlin@theartemisgroup.com 
Term of Office (as Chair): 1/2005-12/2005 

Chair-Elect 

Dixon, Philip M. 

Iowa State University 

Department of Statistics 

120 Snedecor Hall 

Ames, IA 50011-1210 

Phone: (515) 294-2142 

pdixon@iastate.edu 

Term of Office (as Chair): 1/2006-'-12/200,6 


Past Chair 

Pendergast, Jane F. 

University of Iowa 

Department of Biostatistics 

C22K-GH 200 Hawkins Dr 

Iowa City, IA 52242-1009 

Phone: (319) 384-5028 

jane-pendergast@uiow.a.edu 

Term of Office (as Chair): 1/2004--12/2Q04 


Program Chair (for 2005 JSM) 

McGorray, Susan P. 

Department of Statistics 

College of Medicine 

Box 100212 

Gainesville, FL 32610-0212 

Phone: (352) 294-0019 

spmcg@biostat.ufl.edu 

Term of Office: 1/2004-12/2005 


2 

Program Chair-Elect (for 2006 JSM) 

Nick, Todd G., Ph.D. 
Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center 
Center for Epidemiology and Biostatistics 
3333 Burnet Ave, MLC #5041 
Cincinnati, OH 45229 
Phone: (513) 636-0462 
todd.nick@cchmc.org 
Term of Office: 1/2005-12/2006 

Secretary / Treasurer 

Allen, I. Elaine 

Babson College 

Babson Hall 218B 

Wellesley, MA 02457 

Phone: (781) 239-6413 

allenie@babson.edu 

Term of Office: 1/2005-12/2005 


Publications Officer 

Gullion, Christina M. 

Kaiser Permanente Center for Health Research 


. 3800 N. Interstate Ave 

Portland, OR 97227-1110 

Phone: (503) 335-6356 

christina.gullion@kpchr.org 

Term of Office: 1/2005""-12/2006 


Webmaster 

Kincaid, Chuck 

COMSYS 

5278 Lovers Lane 

Portage, MI 49002 

Phone: (269) 344-4100 

ckincaicl@comsys.com 

Term of Office: 1/2004-12/2006 


mailto:ckincaicl@comsys.com
mailto:christina.gullion@kpchr.org
mailto:allenie@babson.edu
mailto:todd.nick@cchmc.org
mailto:spmcg@biostat.ufl.edu
mailto:jane-pendergast@uiow.a.edu
mailto:pdixon@iastate.edu
mailto:sdevlin@theartemisgroup.com


Newsletter Editor 

Kao, Tzu-Cheg 
Division of Epidemiology and Biostatistics 
Department of Preventive Medicine 

and Biometrics 

Uniformed Services University 


of the Health Sciences 

4301 Jones Bridge Road 

Bethesda, MD 20814-4799 

Phone: (301) 295-9756 

tkao@usuhs . mil 

Term of Office: 9/2003-12/2005 


Executive Committee 

Kazanis, Anamaria S. 
VA Ann Arbor Healthcare System 
Health Science Research & Development 
2215 Fuller Road 
Ann Arbor, MI 48105 
Phone: (734)769-7100 x 6206 
Term of Office: 1/2005-12/2007 

Max, Timothy A. 

USDA Forest Service 

620 SW Main Street Ste 400 

Portland, OR 97205-3037 

Phone: (503) 808-2060 

tmax@fs.fed.us 

Term of Office: 1/2003-12/2005 


Council of Sections Representatives 

Muller, Keith E. 
University of North Carolina At Chapel Hill 
Department of Biostatistics 
3105 C McGavran-Greenberg, CB7420 
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-7420 
Phone: (919) 966-7272 
keith_muller@unc.edu 
Term of Office: 1/2003-12/2005 

Gaydos, Brenda L. 

Eli Lilly 

Lilly Corporate Center, Drop Code 2233 

Indianapolis, IN 46285-0001 

Phone: (317) 277-1982 

blg@lilly. com 

Term of Office: 1/2004-12/2006 


Council of Sections Governing Board 
Vice Chair 

Lenth, Russell V. 
University of Iowa 
Department of Statistics & Actuarial Science 
Iowa City, IA 52242 
Phone: (319) 335-0814 
russell-lenth@Uiowa.edu 
Term of Office: 1/2005-12/2006 

Correction Note on "Survey of Members of the ASA Consulting Section: 
A Brief Report" by Berman and Gullion 

On page 3 of Volume 21, No.3, the not tl means and standard deviations." The Sta
second line of the Analytic Methods section tistical Consultant apologizes for the error. 
should read tl means ± standard deviations,tI 
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Comments from the Chair 

Susan J. Devlin, The Artemis Group 

First, I would like to thank the member
ship for electing me chair. I am honored to 
have this opportunity to serve you. 

In this first 2005 newsletter, I would like to 
share with you and request your feedback on 
two activities I'd like to focus on this year. 

Roundtable Conference Calls. JanePender
gast, with a lot of help from Chuck Kincaid 
and Ryan Bell, initiated this tremendously 
popular service to members while chair last 
year. Short of cloning Jane, we need to find 
a way to expand and institutionalize this ser
vice. 

There are several challenges, such as 

• 	 Choosing the topics and discussion lead
ers 

• 	The mechanics of advertising and regis
·tration 

• 	 Recapping the discussions in the 
newsletter or on the·website to extend 
the benefits beyond the participants 

For the first challenge, I would like to solicit 
your input as to the type and mix of technical 
and non-technical topics you would like to see 
discussed. 

What topics are hot? .For example, to help 
launch and build a successful business, we can 
share ideas on marketing and sales, the pros 
and cons of different types of legal entities, 
pricing your services, etc. Where are your 
needs? 

On the technical side, we probably do not 
want to duplicate the specialized methodolog
ical discussions that are the focus of other 
special inter('3st groups or sections. However, 
what are new or proved consulting techniques 

with broad applications about which you want 
to learn more or have a discussion concerning 
their practical business application? 

Is there interest in discussing the challenges 
of translating statistical results to business 
messages? Should we discuss new laws or reg
ulations, like HIPAA, that offer consulting op
portunities or challenges? 

Consultant Referral Website. For several 
years, members have been requesting a way 
to advertise their services to connect with po
tential clients. Barbara Mann, when chair in 
2002, wrote a nice article about this in our 
newsletter, and Christina Gullion wrote a very 
informative review of the Bay Area SAS Users 
Group (BASAS) Consultant website. 

I would like to try to launch a website or 
at least complete the design and logistics plan
ning this year. 

I have already discussed this possibility 
with Steve Porzio. We were encouraged to go 
ahead, and we may be able to get support from 
ASA because it addresses a broad need. Care
fully worded disclaimers will set aside any legal 
or liability concerns for ASA. 

In reviewing Barbara's and Christina's in
put and discussing logistics with others, it is 
important that we carefully plan the content, 
registration process, and upkeep to ensure this 
will be viable in the long term in ter:~ns of both 
. costs and labor: 

Initially, I propose .a public site acces
sible through the ASA website, which lists 
ASA member consultants, their location, back
ground, area of specialty, and possibly a web
site link for more information. We could ad
vertise it through popular search engines. This 
alignsdosely with the BASAS experience. 

The Artemis Group, 33 Harvey Drive, Summit, NJ 07901-1204 (sdevlinllltheartemisgroup. com) 
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Note that this is not a full matching ser
vice, where both potential clients and consul
tants list, like ASA's job placement service. 
That would be a major undertaking and very 
labor intensive to maintain. 

. Let's get started with this first step; it al
ready offers significant challenges, including 

• 	What should be the criteria for listing? 

• 	Should there be a cost for listing? 

• 	Should we open it to the full ASA mem
bership, which may gain us ASAoffice 

support? 

• How do we keep listings fresh? 

• 	How do we design and maintain the web
site? 

I am looking for volunteers with the time 
and commitment to help make this happen. In 
closing, Ilook forward to hearing from you. To 
have a vibrant valuable section requires active 
members. Let us·know what you need and how 
you want tb get involved. 

. . Rem.ember the . 
Section on Statistical Consulting 

website address: 

www.amstat.org/sections/cnsl/ 

You'll find all information relating to the Section on Statistical 
Consulting,· including our charter, officer list, section activi
ties, past issues of The Statistical Consultant, minutes of past 
meetings, and more. 
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Notes from the Editor 
\' I I 

I would like to thank Karla Hommertzheim will be the editor. I believe this will help the 
Genter for her continuing assistance in the transition. 
typesetting of The Statistical Consultant. As always, we would like to encourage our 

We are recruiting a volunteer to be the ed section members to share with us ideas or top
itor of The Statistical Consultantfor 2006, since ics that are interesting to our members. I am 
my term as the Editor will expire at the end of eager to hear your suggestions and ideas. Feel 
2005. If you are interested; please let me know free to contact me about writing an article for 
as soon as possible. our newsletter. 

As soon as a volunteer is available, I would Submission deadlines for future issues are 
like to invite him or her to serve as co-editor May 1, October 1, and February 1 for Summer, 
with me in 2005. Then, in 2006, he or she Winter, and Spring issues. 

Tzu-Cheg Kao, Editor 

Contact information: 	 Division of Epidemiology and Biostatistics 
Department of Preventive Medicine and Biometrics 
Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences 
4301 Jones Bridge Road 
Bethesda, MD 20814-4799 
Phone: 301-295-9756 
Fax: 301-295'-1854/ 
tkao@usuhs .mil 
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